
of Health, is said to have the refusal of the place. It
is not certain that he wants it. At the Female Hos-
pital Dr. Hulbert, present incumbent, will probably be
returned, and Dr. Howard of the Insane Asylum will
probably be supplanted by Dr. Charles Stevens who
has filled the position before. These are the most im-
portant positions in the department to be filled, and the
above " slate " is probably as correct as can now be
made out.

During the cold, damp weather of the last of March
a local epidemic of small-pox made its appearance in
the southern part of the city. The first case occurred
in a Catholic school and of course rapidly spread through
the neighborhood. The school is in a German district
where the people are much opposeed to vaccination, arrd
consequently much difficulty has been found by the
health officers in protecting the children.

Up to date there have been thirty-seven cases found
and reported, all in this neighborhood. It is expected
that the worst is now over, and that with the approach-
ing warm weather the di ease will disappear. Scarlet
fever and pneumonia have been very prevalent this
spring, but are now fading.

The State Board of Health recently provided for by
the State Legislature has not yet been organized. Will
advise you of its organization as soon completed.

Yours, J. B. Shapleigh, M. D.

TREATMENT OF VENEREAL WARTS AND UL-
CERS WITH SALICYLIC ACID.

Malden, April 18, 1883.
Mr. Editor, —At the meeting of the Suffolk Dis-

trict Medical Society, February 7th (the proceedings
of which are reported in Journal, issue of the 12th
inst.), Dr. Liebmann mentioned his new mode of treat-
ing venereal warts by the application of salicylic acid
iu combination with cannabis indica and collodion. I
would state that for the last three years I have em-

ployed the pure, dry acid in the treatment of venereal
warts and ulcers. I have found it especially service-
able iu cases of chancroids and chancres. My method
is to fill, or pack, an ulcer with the acid which I keep
constantly applied until there is a healthy granulating
surface. No nicety need be observed in the local ex-
hibition of salicylic acid, which is devoid of toxic prop-
perties and but slightly caustic in its action. For a

few minutes following the application of the acid to a

raw surface the pain is quite severe, but it soon subsides.
I first began using salicylic acid (locally) as an antisep-
tic stimulant to indolent granulations while stationed
at Fort Grant, Ariz., aud soon after originated, I
think, the method of treating venereal warts and ulcers
with it—a mode of treatment quite generally adopted
by a number of army surgeons in that department.

Yours truly, Solon D. Stone, M. D.

Miscellany.
WATER SUPPLY OF CITIES.

Some editorial remarks in the Sanitary Engineer
(April 19th) show a just appreciation of the difficulties
attendant upon the problem of water supplies for our

large cities, to which we have frequently referred, and
which is now beginning to attract general attention.

The consequences of the aggregation of population
n one spot are far reaching. A casual observer would

find it difficult to realize the fact that the existence of
New York, Philadelphia, and Boston has a direct effect
on the comfort and the pockets of residents of wild
and sparsely settled districts fifty or sixty miles from
these centres of population, in regions untraversed by
railroads and incapable of being made productive. And
yet the necessity for furnishing to the thronged deni-
zens of the city a supply of the simplest necessary of
life, pure water, is now causing a justifiable excitement
in the minds of the farmers and property owners of re-
mote rural regions in which water courses take their
rise, and of more thickly settled and cultivated places
through which these streams flow to the cities.

Both New York and Boston derive their water sup-
ply from limited areas. It has become necessary to
store up the surplus waters of the wet season iu order
to supply the deficiencies of other seasons. This
obliges large tracts of arable or pasture land in the val-
leys to be confiscated from the owners, and practically
destroys many farms which have yielded a subsistence
to their occupants for generations.

The borders of these artificial lakes are rendered un-
inhabitable in many instances.

Then the riparian owners on the stream below are

deprived of the flow of water in the periods of filling or

drawing down the ponds, and the supply of mills and
factories is cut off.

More than that, it becomes essential that all the
dwellers on the streams above the points where they
are tapped by their larger neighbor shall be restrained
from polluting the streams, and works of sewerage and
of sewage disposal are forced upon them, at great ex-

pense in some instances.
The owners of property on the line of the Bronx

River below the Kensico Reservoir are reported to be
organizing and retaining expert engineers and sani-
tarians to claim damages for the diversion of the waters
of that river to the New York water supply. The res-
idents of the Crotón valley, near the proposed great
storage reservoir, are said to be preparing to show that
they will be ruined pecuniarily and sanitarily by its
construction.

The cities and towns on the Schuylkill River above
Philadelphia are expecting injunctions and intermina-
ble law suits, and probably costly constructions (both
of law and engineering), because the Philadelphia wa-
ter is unfit to drink.

The residents of the Sudbury River valley, near
Boston, are aroused to a sense of the fact that their lands
are taken from them, and their water privileges
abridged, and that they are threatened with compul-
sory cleanliness, by reason of the city of Boston insist-
ing that they shall not put their wastes in the stream
which supplies water to that city. But there is no help
for it; water for the cities must be had, and no private
interests or convenience can be allowed to stand in the
way of accomplishiug this object.

" IS IT A CANCER? "

The Medical Times and Gazette quotes with edito-
rial disapproval the following remarks by Professor
Goodell in a lecture on cancer of the uterus.1 '"Now,
suppose a woman comes to you, and you diagnose
cancer of the uterus, are you going to say, ' Madam, I
am very sorry to tell you that you have a cancer ? '

1 Philadelphia Medical Reporter, March 3d.
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